Integrins take partners: cross-talk between integrins and other membrane receptors.
This review discusses an emerging theme in the understanding of how an integrin contributes to the life of a cell. Previously, integrins have been thought to 'go it alone', but it is now appreciated that their duties extend beyond that of being 'sticky' receptors. By interacting in cis with other receptors on the cell membrane, integrins and their partner receptors inteact to form distinct membrane complexes that recruit signalling molecules to each receptor's mutual benefit. Here, Joanna Porter and Nancy Hogg discuss a few of the best characterized of these specialist integrin partnerships.